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			The Value of Personal Process
Please enjoy this reflection from professional member, Katherine Peterson . . .
As I sit quietly quarantined with a headache and temperature, unable to read or make time useful, I am alone in my room. I have much time to think about many fertile memories as the parent of my 2E children. I am left to my own devices, much like my son was earlier in his education. Dozing and recalling the years when well-meaning professionals were compelled by their frustration and mine to label him “lazy.” I’m aware of the time it took me to develop the courage to take the view that only a parent can have. It wasn’t until early middle school that I was able to see the situation for what it was, through his strengths rather than his weaknesses. A deeply discouraged, very bright young man, submitted to a process that discouraged his love of learning, and I later learned, disrupted his own personal process to learn. Continue reading
____________________
Professional Member News
Gifted Key Counseling
We welcome new professional member Jessica Brown-McBroom, the owner of Gifted Key Counseling.  She is a licensed clinical professional counselor who specializes in gifted children and children with executive functioning deficits. She offers online coaching sessions, does in-home consultations, and provides access to numerous educational resources.  Contact Jessica through email: Jessica.mcbroom718@gmail.com , at (630) 209-3509 or on her Facebook page. Also see her Facebook page for her free videos: 1) 8 Tips for EF Friendly Homeschooling and 2) Managing Meltdowns in Special Needs Children.
Quest Academy
Quest Academy is offering 2-week e-learning classes for middle school students beginning on Monday, March 30. These courses are not meant to replace the classwork from your current districts; instead, these e-Learning courses allow for advanced academic opportunities for your student. If you have been considering Quest Academy for the 2020-2021 school year, this is a great way to get to know Quest better! Courses include: Language Arts/Social Studies, Art, 6th Grade Math, Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, Pre-Calculus, and Spanish. See the Quest Academy website for class details and registration. Opportunities to extend participation in any course past April 10 may exist for a tuition fee.
IMSA - Illinois Mathematics and Science Academy
IMSA's Center for Teaching and Learning is offering a virtual "Ask A Specialist" program by appointment for parents, teachers, and students across the state to get one on one help with content questions, remote teaching strategies/tools, parent as teacher support, and any other needs for grades PreK-12. In addition, IMSA "Snack Boxes" have been developed by grade level bands to provide STEM lessons and activities that have been vetted and are free to anyone. This resource has pulled together the hundreds of sites and resources that different organizations are now offering. A new Snack Box will be available each week, and all of the previous weeks will be available linked in an archive.


	  





  
		CGCC CALENDAR
MARCH
Sun 29 Kids Board Game Club, Hinsdale cancelled

APRIL
Wed 8 ONLINE Westmont Daytime Parenting Book Discussion 
Fri 17 LOGYC (Homeschool Co-op) Visiting Day, Skokie
Sun 26 Kids Board Game Gathering, Hinsdale


	Events Sponsored by CGCC Professional Members
April 4, April 11 How to Continue Supporting Your Child’s Learning, The Critical Thinking Child, Online webinars
April 26 MAGE Admissions Coffee, Chicago


		




	We're still updating the website Calendar, but now with online community events. Please check it frequently as many events are added at the last minute as everyone adjusts to our new circumstances.
Mental Health Support
Every day, the Child Mind Institute publishes a video and social tile with a tip for supporting families through the coronavirus crisis. Sign up to receive the daily emails or view on Instagram or Facebook. They also have daily Facebook live events with child psychologists at 9:00 AM and 3:30 PM.








			LOCAL Resources
Adler Planetarium
Visit their Online Resources web page for a variety of items including links to The Adler 'Scope Blog, Virtual Exhibitions, and their Do Science at Home YouTube channel.
Northern Illinois University STEAM Team
The NIU STEAM team has curated a large list of eLearning resources. Go to the NIU STEAM website and click on the "At Home Learning Resources" box. For the perfectionists of the group, listen to their Failure Bites podcast for inspiration on how failure can be an important part of learning and growing.
Kids Science Labs
KSL offers classes and camps year round at several Chicago area locations. See their YouTube Channel,  Facebook page, or website for at home project ideas and experiments.

The Laboratory
Tune in weekdays at 10:30am for Facebook LIVE to interact with live experiments or subscribe to their YouTube channel to watch all past lessons, view extra content, and download printables (by clicking on the "show more" button in a lesson).
Museum of Science and Industry
MSI has created a new site, Science at Home, that contains hands-on science activities, videos, and games for students of all ages. Sign up to receive the weekly Science at Home emails.
____________________
Additional Resources
See our Blog posts for additional ideas.
Bar of Soap Rube Goldberg Video Challenge 
Gather your home team and create a 10-20 step Rube Goldberg machine to drop a bar of soap into someone's hand. Upload a video or your project by May 31, 2020. Winners announced mid-June. Click here for complete details.
The Children's Book Council
They have compiled a list of links to various publishers' websites where you can find fun and educational resources from printable pen control sheets to tween book club activity books. Some even have free ebooks.
NASA STEM Engagement 
NASA's STEM Engagement for Families has ideas for the entire family. Build Your Own Spacecraft, solve International Space Station Emoji Puzzles, Construct a Balloon-Powered Rocket, explore the NASA Kids' Club . . . and many more!
Smithsonian Institution
The Smithsonian Institution's museums and education centers have many free online education resources:
· Smithsonian Learning Lab includes pre-packaged collections containing lessons, activities, and recommended resources 
· Smithsonian Science Education Center's Game Center  is full of fun apps and games to help K-12 students learn about science
· For low-tech resources see the Activity Pages for Children
See also the different museum websites. For example, at the National Museum of Natural History you can go on a virtual tour or view their Science How webcasts.





  
		
Gifted Specific Online Support Groups
The Summit Center is offering online support groups for parents of gifted/2e children. Parents of kids ages 6-12 meet Wednesdays starting 3/25, parents of teens meet Mondays starting 3/30. More information. 
Twice Exceptional Children's Advocacy (TECA) continues its online support groups for parents of 2e children. Next meeting is April 1: Life with 2e Kids During the Coronavirus Pandemic.
Global #gtchat Powered by the Texas Association for the Gifted and Talented is a weekly chat on Twitter that takes place on Fridays at 6:00 PM. On the third Sunday of each month, #gtchat moves to 3:00 PM. For one hour, parents, educators, advocates and experts in the field of gifted and talented gather to share resources, links, authentic life experiences and insights about gifted issues. You also can follow the blog via email. Complete details here.
The Bright & Quirky team has a free replay available of their recent webinar: Bright, Quirky & Coping: Living and learning at home during the pandemic.

National Emergency Library
This free digital library supports emergency remote teaching, research activities, independent scholarship, and intellectual stimulation while universities, schools, training centers, and libraries are closed. They have suspended waitlists through the duration of the US national emergency. Borrow a book here.

Last note . . .
The 2020-2021 application deadline for Davidson Academy's online campus has been extended to April 15. The online campus serves profoundly gifted students throughout the US and Canada who are ready for their seventh-grade level or above.
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